
How an Idea Becomes Law 
A simple view of the Oregon Legislative Process 
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The Oregon Legl:sfatt'l1e A,s;embly I$ st,>t♦ g()Y(lmm♦l'lt'S "board of dhcto,-$." It Is le$ponslblc f« rooking lows dealing with Ore90n~ well -being, adopting the stote's 
budoct, ol'ld for settin,g public policy, The Legtstadve MS4mbly 1$ ma<kl \I> of two bodie&: the Sen,ate and the HO\lse of Rel)t'ewntativff,, Jhe Senate con&l&t4 of 30 
members elected to< four •yiMr terms. The Mouse consists o r 60 rep,-esent-&tives dected f~ two-ye.a, terms.. Eoch member of the k,gislot~e repres.cnts i, di.strict (an a~& 
determ1ned by POPUiation), E'-'8i/'Y Oregonian 1, re9re-unte<J by one state Senator and one &tate Repre&entatwe, 

The leglslature convenes a~lly In FebNary at the Stote C11,,0itol. in Salem, but s.e.ssi«u may not exceed 160 days. in odd-numbued yeors ond lS dov,; in ~n-numbe,ed 
year,. unle&& Ql(,tenekl<t by a two-th!r<J& vote •n each chaiml>er Al>Ovt 3.000 blll$ are con&l~d !n each odd..yea, &en!on, Rely,ng larg.efy VDOn work do,_. In commlttMS, 
the legb14turc ff!ocb about one-third of the,;e b ills .,to law 




